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Our way

THERE is a revolution going on in the next generation
of wireless technology, but the developed world is
worried dead about security. They even have a Five
Eyes intelligence sharing community — the United

States, Canada, the United Kingdom, Australia and New
Zealand.We are gladMalaysia is not as paranoid as theWest.
Malaysia’s stand is an expression of the country’s attitude
towards technology: it is all for it. We say it is the right
attitude to adopt.
Consider the case of the proposed merger of Norway’s
Telenor Group and Malaysia’s Axiata Group Bhd. There are
two pieces of good news here. One good news is for the
country. Three national funds are shareholders of Axiata:
sovereign fund Khazanah Nasional Bhd, Permodalan Na-
sional Bhd and Employees Provident Fund. According to an
analysis byReuters, the enterprise value of themerged entity

would be more than RM160 bil-
lion. This spells good dividends
for our national funds. There is
surely a business case here.
The second piece of good news
is for the people. Wireless tech-
nology is about connectivity,
about one device communicat-
ing with another. It is about liv-
ing in a world driven by the In-
ternet of Things (IoT). Of smart

cities, smart homes, smart cars and smart other things one
can’t even imagine. In short, it is smart living. All this spells a
growing digital intelligence. In the estimate of digital news
portal ZDNet, there aremore connected things than there are
people in the world.
In 2017, there were 8.4 billion IoT devices in use around the
world. Expect this to spike to 20.4 billion by 2020, 12.8 billion
of which will be consumer products. Malaysians will be
dumb to live without it.
The brouhaha about Huawei isn’t really about national
security. It is about dominance. It is about the US wanting
China’s advancement kept in check. The US attempt at pres-
surising its allies to stop using Huawei’s devices and equip-
mentmust be read as such. If it was really a security issue, the
US should only be concerned about its national security, not
that of the rest of the West. Some statistics help support this
argument. Last year, Huawei replaced Apple as the second
largest seller of mobile phones. By 2025, Huawei is expected
to replace the currentNo. 1, Samsung. As pointed out by some
analysts, this is not the first time free commerce and national
security have clashed. History’s text is full of trade-security
tensions. Geopolitics abhors some businesses.
Forbesmagazine in a Oct 16, 2018, article titled TheWar for
the World’s 5G Future, concedes to this view. And its trans-
parently clear conclusion is: whoever wins this technology
struggle — the most decisive being the contest over 5G
wireless—will become the dominant superpower in the 21st
century. Because the country thatwins the 5Gwarwill have a
say on not only how information is transmitted, but alsowho
canhave access to it. Perhaps theUS is reading toomuch into
the Asian giant’s “Made in China 2025” plan that sets its
sights on controlling 90 per cent of the world’s most ad-
vanced industries.
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THE Education Ministry
is developing a cen-
tralised all-in-one portal
thatwill not only provide

Form Five leavers their Sijil
Pelajaran Malaysia examination
results, but also help them
determine their education path
upon completing secondary
school.
This portal is targeted to be
launched next year, Education
Minister Dr Maszlee Malik told
the New Sunday Times in an in-
terview at Balai Berita here.
He said the portal aimed to
preventmismatch and to provide
students with a general picture of
their education and career out-

look in the next five years.
The information will be per-
sonalised in accordance with the
student’s academic and co-cur-
ricular achievements, as well as
psychometric tests.
“Through this portal, SPM stu-
dents would not only get to view
their examination results, but
they would also be able to see
recommendations on their best-
suitedpre-university courses and
even available scholarships for
them to apply.
“Using artificial intelligence
(AI), the machine will crawl In-
ternet databases and give recom-
mendations on appropriate
courses, the universities or insti-
tutions that offer the courses, and
available scholarships and other
financial aid.”
Maszlee said his ministry was
gathering student data from
departments to populate the por-
tal.
He said the establishment of
the portal would not burden
teachers or result in extra admin-
istrative work for them as all the
information requiredwas already

available.
Teachers need not input any-
thing extra.
Currently, students could ob-
tain their SPM results directly
from their schools or state Ed-
ucation Departments.
They could also check their re-
sults via short messaging system
(SMS) or the Examination Syn-
dicate website.
The Education Ministry does
not have a dedicated platform to
guide students on an education
path based on their examination
results.
Students have to figure out
their path on their own through
various sources, including teach-
ers, career guidance talks and ed-
ucation fairs.
Taking inspiration from Jor-
dan’s Education Ministry, Mas-
zlee said the portalwould include
the students’ school data, presen-
tations and projects, co-curricu-
lar activities, and psychometric
tests from Year One right up to
Form Five.
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